
T H E  I N C L U S I V E  C H U R C H
F R O M  B A R R I E R S  T O  B E L O N G I N G

E R I K  C A R T E R  
VA N D E R B I LT  U N I V E R S I T Y  

w w w. e r i k w c a r t e r. c o m

1

Exclusion Segregation Integration BelongingInclusion
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What does it mean to be 
a community of belonging?
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Befriended

Cared For

SupportedAccepted

Known

Welcomed

Invited

Present

BELONGING
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P R E S E N T
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W H O  I S  M Y  N E I G H B O R ?

Physical 
Disabilities

1 7 %  
O F  A N Y  

C O M M U N I T Y  H A S  A  
D I S A B I L I T Y

Down 
syndrome

Visual & 
Hearing

Autism

Mental 
Illness

Other 
Disabilities
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M Y  FA I T H  I S  “ S O M E W H AT ”  T O  “ V E R Y  
I M P O R TA N T ”
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Attendance

Attendance

Importance
Importance

8

I N V I T E D
2 .  T O  B E
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– A  PA S T O R

“It’s not that we 
deliberately excluded them. 

In fact, we weren’t deliberate at all. 
That was the problem.”
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Parents who changed their place of worship 
because their child with a disability was not 

included or welcomed.

Source: Ault, Collins, & Carter (2013)
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W E L C O M E D
3 .  T O  B E
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“We felt like we were wanted.”
– A  PA R E N T
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• Friendship Ministries 
www.friendship.org 

• Young Life Capernaum 
www.younglife.org/foreverykid/capernaum 

• Joni & Friends  
www.joniandfriends.org 

• Bethesda Institute 
www.bethesdalc.org 

• Key Ministry 
www.keyministry.org 

• All Belong 
www.allbelong.org

F O L K S  Y O U  S H O U L D  K N O W
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K N O W N
4 .  T O  B E
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Intellectual disability is 
“characterized by 
SIGNIFICANT 
LIMITATIONS 
both in intellectual 
functioning and in 
adaptive behavior, 
which covers many 
everyday social and 

practical skills.”

American Association on Intellectual 

and Developmental Disabilities 
(2010)

Autism is characterized by...

• DEFICITS in social-emotional reciprocity; ranging 

from abnormal social approach and failure of normal 
back and forth conversation through reduced sharing of 
interests, emotions, and affect and response to total 
lack of initiation of social interaction,


• DEFICITS in nonverbal communicative behaviors 
used for social interaction; ranging from poorly 
integrated- verbal and nonverbal communication, 
through abnormalities in eye contact and body-
language, or deficits in understanding and use of 
nonverbal communication, to total lack of facial 
expression or gestures.


• DEFICITS in developing and maintaining 
relationships, appropriate to developmental level 
(beyond those with caregivers); ranging from difficulties 
adjusting behavior to suit different social contexts 
through difficulties in sharing imaginative play and  in 
making friends  to an apparent absence of interest in 
people


American Psychological Association (2012)
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A C C E P T E D
5 .  T O  B E
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I N C L U S I O N  AWA R E N E S S  A C T I V I T I E S  
A C C E S S  S U N D AY  
C E L E B R AT I N G  I N C L U S I O N
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S U P P O RT E D
6 .  T O  B E
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Parents who say they have been asked about 
the best way to include their child in religious 

activities.

Source: Ault, Collins, & Carter (2013)
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C A R E D  F O R
7 .  T O  B E
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B E F R I E N D E D
8 .  T O  B E
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“... alone we are poor, 
together we are rich.”

– S U E  M O S T E L L E R
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Never invited to a social 
activity with peers

Source: www.nlts2.org and www.nationalcoreindicators.org 

Have no friends outside 
of staff and family
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Paid Staff

Family

Friends

Acquaintances
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N E E D E D
9 .  T O  B E
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The way God designed our bodies is a model for 
understanding our lives together as a church:  

every part dependent on every other part,  
the parts we mention and the parts we don’t,  

the parts we see and the parts we don’t.  

If one part hurts,

every other part is involved in the hurt,


and in the healing.  

If one part flourishes,

every other part enters into exuberance.


1 Corinthians 12: 12, 25-26 (the Message)
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L O V E D
1 0 .  T O  B E
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R E F L E C T I N G  O N  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S

•What are we doing well right 
now? 

•What could we be doing 
better or more of?  

•What should we be doing 
entirely differently? 

•What should we begin doing 
next?
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